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This particular counterfeit has reflective areas not seen on the 
authentic coin due to the die not being sufficientiy frosted. 
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NGC and NCS Announce 
Revised Services and Fees for 
2017 


Posted on 12/12/2016 


Submitters to NGC and NCS will benefit from a variety of changes designed to 
make submissions easier and, in many cases, cheaper. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and Numismatic Conservation Services 
(NCS) have made a number of customer-friendly changes to their submission 
forms, fees and tier requirements for 2017. Collectors and dealers will benefit from 
more flexible submission options that present new savings opportunities. A full list 
of changes for submissions to the US office are listed below: 

NCS Conservation Services Changes 

• NCS Standard Conservation - Fee lowered to 4% Fair Market Value ($25 
minimum fee). 

• NCS Goid + NGC Grading - Fee of $50 includes both NCS conservation 
and NGC grading. This new tier accepts all uncertified gold coins, both 
vintage and modern, except coins requiring an NGC Oversize Holder. 
Maximum value $3,000 per coin. 

• NCS Modern + NGC Grading - Fee of $28 includes both NCS conservation 
and NGC grading. This new tier replaces the former "Modern" and "Modern 
Value" tiers. All uncertified coins, 1955 to present, except coins requiring an 
NGC Oversize Holder. Maximum value $2,000 per coin. 

NGC Grading Tiers and Services 

• Modern Tier - Eligibility expanded to all US or world coins 1955 to present. 
Maximum value increased to $2,000. 5-coin minimum removed. 

Note: The 5-coin minimum has also been removed from the Specialty Gold, Gold 



and Economy tiers. 


NGC Services 

• Return Mint Packaging - Fee changed to $5 per submission (plus 
shipping). 

• Eariy Releases/First Reieases - Fee is $10. Use this service to receive the 
EARLY RELEASES or FIRST RELEASES designation for qualifying coins. 

• Special Label - Fee is $5. Use the service to request a special NGC label. 

Note: Beginning January 1,2017, all paid NGC Collectors Society members and 
NGC Authorized Dealers will receive a 10% discount on Early Releases/First 
Releases fees and Special Label fees. Not a member? Join now! 

• High Value Designation Review - Fee is $50. New Designation Review tier 
for coins valued over $10,000. 

An updated submission form and price sheet reflecting these changes will be 
available in late December on the NGC website. All coins shipped to NGC after 
January 1,2017, should be accompanied by the new submission form. Note: US 
and world coins must still be submitted on separate forms. 

Any changes to international fees and forms will be announced separately 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1990 
Silver 50Y 5 oz Olympic Speed 
Skaters 


Posted on 12/13/2016 

This is the 23rd instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 

The Olympics is a popular series among many countries over many years. Our 
featured variety can be found on the 1990 Silver SOY 5 oz coin featuring three 
speed skaters. This Proof coin can be found with both small and large stars on the 
obverse side. 

This is an example of the “small stars” variety located on the obverse (Photos 1 & 


2 ). 



Obverse side of a 1990 Silver SOY 5 oz Olympic Speed Skater with small stars (left) 

and close up of small stars (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


This is an example of the “large stars” variety (Photos 3 & 4). 







Obverse side of a 1990 Silver SOY 5 oz Olympic Speed Skater with large stars (left) 

and close up of large stars (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Both of these coins share a common reverse featuring three speed skaters and 
the date 1992, which signified the year of the 16th Winter Olympics (Photo 5). 



Reverse side of a 1990 Silver SOY S oz Olympic Speed Skater 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry News: Awards 
and New Additions 


Posted by Collectors Society on 12/13/2016 

The NGC Registry Award winners will be announced on January 6, 2017. 

A big thank you to all of our valued collectors, large 
and small, who have helped make 2016 a banner 
year for the NGC Registry. The 2016 Annual Awards 
deadline of December 1 has passed and our panel of 
judges is hard at work viewing your treasured collections. We appreciate all of the 
time, effort and consideration that have gone into the careful creation of each set. 
This year’s award recipients will be announced on Friday, January 6, 2017. The 
latest award news will post here: NGC Registry Awards. 

Now that the temporary freeze on set changes has passed, we are already busy 
processing the requested additions for new sets and slots. 2017 will be an exciting 
year with countless new options and improvements to the NGC Registry. We have 
added a number new sets over just the past few weeks, and they are now ready 
to be filled with your coins and sts: 

New Sets: 

• Cuba: Centavo, Aluminum, KM #733, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: Centavo, Aluminum, KM #33.3, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: Centavo, Copper-Plated Steel, 2002-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: 5 Centavos, Aluminum, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: 5 Centavos, Nickel-Plated Steel, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: 10 Centavos, Nickel-Plated Steel, 2002-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: 20 Centavos, 2002-Date, Date Below Star, Mint State 

• Cuba: 20 Centavos, 2002-Date, No Date Below Star, Mint State 

• Cuba: 25 Centavos, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: 50 Centavos, 2002-Date, Mint State 






• Cuba: Peso, KM #579.2, 2001-Date, Mint State 

• Cuba: Silver Peso, 1915-1953, Complete Proof 

• Cuba: Gold 5 Pesos, 2005-Date, Proof 

• Cuba: Gold 15 Pesos, 1988-1990, Complete 

• Cuba: Gold 25 Pesos, 1988-1990, Mint State 

• Cuba: Gold 25 Pesos, 1988-1999, Proof 

• China - Republic: Silver 200Y, 2004-Date, Proof 

• China - Republic: Gold 1000Y, 1965-Date, Mint State 

• China - Republic: Gold 2000Y, 1965-Date, Mint State 

• China - Republic: Gold 2000Y, 1986-Date, Proof 

• China - Republic: Taiwan Silver Panda Medals, 1994-Date, Complete Proof 

• China - Republic: Taiwan Silver Lunar Medals, Series I, 1981-1992, 
Complete Proof 

• China - Republic: Taiwan Silver Lunar Medals, Series II, 1993-2004, 
Complete Proof 

• China - Republic: Taiwan Silver Lunar Medals, Series III, 2005-2016, 
Complete Proof 

• China - Republic: Silver NT$100, Commemorative Issues, 1965-Date, Proof 

• China - Republic: Silver NT$100, Lunar Issues, 2005-Date, Proof 

• China - Republic: 5 Yuan, Type Set, 1965-Date, Circulation Issue 

• China - Republic: 10 Yuan, Type Set, 1965-Date, Mint State 

• China - Republic: 20 Yuan, Copper-Nickel, 2001-Date, Proof 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Nickel-Brass, 1992-2000, Circulation Issue 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Nickel-Brass, 1995-2000, Proof Issue 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Aluminum-Bronze, 1995-2000, Circulation Issue 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Aluminum-Bronze, 2002-Date, Circulation Issue 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Aluminum-Bronze, 1995-2000, Proof Issue 

• China - Republic: 50 Yuan, Aluminum-Bronze, 2001-Date, Proof 

• France: Gold IL'OR, Louis XVI, 1785A- 1792A, Circulation Issue (KM# 

591.1) 

• France: Gold IL'OR, Louis XVI, 1785AA- 1792AA, Circulation Issue (KM# 

591.2) 

• France: Gold IL'OR, Louis XVI, 1785D- 1792D, Circulation Issue (KM# 
591.5) 

• France: Gold IL'OR, Louis XVI, 1785T- 1792T, Circulation Issue (KM# 
591.14) 

• India - Princely States 5K Kutch, George V, 1928-1935, Circulation Issue 

• India - Republic: Silver 10 Rupees, 1969-Date, Proof 

• India - Republic: Silver 50 Rupees, 1974-Date, Proof 

• Isle of Man: Pound, 1978-1982, Proof 

• Italian States: Torriglia: Luigini, Violante, 1665-1668, Circulation Issue 







• Italian States: Naples & Sicily: Silver 120 Grana, Ferdinando IV, 1st Reign, 
1795-1798, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 

• Italy: Gold 10 Lire, Vittorio Emanuele II, 1861-1865, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 50 Sen, Copper-Nickel, 1989-2000, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 50 Sen, Copper-Nickel, 2001-2011, Circulation Issue 

• Malaysia: 50 Sen, Nickel-Brass-Copper, 2011-Date, Circulation Issue 

• Mexico: Silver 5 Onza, Commemorative Issues, 1986-1993, Proof 

• Tanzania: Silver 2500 Shilingi, 1998-Date, Proof 

• Tanzania: Gold Type Set, 1974-Date, Proof 

• Ukraine: Silver 1 Hryven, Archangel Michael, 2011-Date, Mint State, 
Including Varieties 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know how we 
can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it, and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely free. If you have 
any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP - Table of Contents 
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Free NGC Mercanti and Moy 
Signed Portraits at FUN Show 

Posted on 12/12/2016 


Meet John M. Mercanti and Edmund C. Moy at the NGC booths (#305 and #404) 
during the 2017 FUN Show in Fort Lauderdale. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has announced that visitors to the 
FUN Show in January will have the opportunity to meet John M. Mercanti, the 
12th US Mint Chief Engraver, and Edmund C. Moy, the 38th US Mint Director, at 
its booth during select times. Mercanti and Moy will also sign a limited number of 
portraits that will be given away for free to visitors. 

The two notable hobby figures will be at booths 305 and 404 at the FUN Show in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida at the following times: 

Thursday, January 5, from 10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Friday, January 6, from 10:00 am to 11:00 am 
Friday, January 6, from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Saturday, January 7, from 10:00 am to 11:00 am 

They will sign up to 250 glossy 8.5” x 11” portraits during each time slot, which will 
be given away on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Mercanti and Moy have had an extraordinary impact on modern coins and the 
collecting hobby. During his 36-year tenure at the US Mint, Mercanti designed well 
over 100 coins and medals—more than any other employee in US Mint history. 
The coins designed by Mercanti include many of the most popular US modern 
coins. 


Most notably, Mercanti designed the reverse of the American Silver Eagle, which 
is considered to be the world’s most widely collected silver coin today. He also 
designed the obverse of the American Platinum Eagle, numerous 



commemoratives and several state quarters. 


After his retirement from the US Mint in 2010, Mercanti remained active in 
numismatics. In 2014 he created an Australian Wedge-Tailed Eagle design for the 
Perth Mint, which is now used for an annually issued series of silver and gold 
coins. He also wrote American Silver Eagles, A Guide to the U.S. Bullion Coin 
Program with Michael “Miles” Standish, an NGC vice president. 

Moy led the US Mint at a time when modern coin collecting began to dramatically 
increase in popularity due, in large part, to the exciting new programs introduced 
under Moy’s leadership. His term started just as the Mint was releasing the 20th 
Anniversary Silver and Gold Eagles, which included the first Reverse Proofs ever 
struck by the US Mint. 

The success of this program promoted the US Mint to experiment with other new 
concepts and types. Moy is particularly proud of the 2009 Ultra High Relief $20, 
which featured Augustus Saint-Gaudens’ original design for his Double Eagle. The 
coin was an immediate success and continues to be highly desired by collectors. 

Moy also oversaw the launch of the Presidential Dollar program in 2007 and the 
America the Beautiful Quarters program in 2009 as well as completion of the 
monumental 50 State Quarters program. After his retirement in 2011, Moy 
remained involved in numismatics and in 2013 he wrote the reference book 
American Gold and Platinum Eagles. 

Mercanti and Moy entered into exclusive agreements with NGC in late 2015 to 
individually hand-sign NGC certification labels. These unique labels enhance the 
presentation of modern coins with a personal touch from important historical 
figures. 

Information about the FUN Show that will be held January 5-8 in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida can be found at FUNtopics.com. 
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Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 
at FUN Show 


Posted on 12/13/2016 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector consultations at the 
NGC booth (#200) during the FUN Show In January. 

NGC will be offering free one-on-one consultations with a renowned numismatist 
at the NGC booth (#925). He will be providing expert insights into a coin's grade 
and surface condition for up to three of your coins. Evaluations are limited to the 
times listed below on a first come, first serve basis. 


Mark Salzberg 



Thursday, January 5 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Even just a few minutes with Mark Salzberg can 


change a collector’s perception of what factors are 
important in determining a coin’s grade and what 
makes a coin special. The legendary coin grader a 
chairman of NGC is the industry’s leading authority 


professional coin certification, having personally graded nearly every significant 
collection and rarity to come to market in the past two decades. 

By examining your coins, he’ll help you understand why and how a coin’s grade is 
determined. He can explain why a grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or n( 
why a particular coin might be ineligible for certification. The goal of these consultal 
is to highlight what’s most important about grading the series that you collect, to hel 
you build the best collection possible. 


Since time is limited, NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and 







ready for examination. Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified 
and encapsulated. Please visit the NGC booth during the show with questions 
about these consultations and other services offered during the convention. 
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NGC Grading On-site at FUN 
Show 


Posted on 12/7/2016 

Stop by the NGC booth (#200) to drop off your submissions for on-site grading 
and encapsulation. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the FUN Show, 
in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida from Thursday, January 5, to Friday, January 6, until 
12:00 p.m. Regular submissions will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 8 . Cut off times may change due to submission volumes. NGC will 
be at booth 200. 


NGC's Evaluation Tier 

is available for all on-site grading submissions of US coins! 

Click here for details. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Gold Special $40 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 or less (10-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $3,000 or less. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued at less than $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $200 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at less than $100,000. 


Unlimited WalkThrough 


$100 +1% NGC 
Price Guide per 












coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,000 or more. 


Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC holder is placed in a 
new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView Holder. 


NCS Crossover 

$10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 



Evaluation Tier 

On-site Submissions at the FUN Show 

(NGC or PCGS Holdered Coins only) 



$65 per coin +1% 

Value WalkThrough 

NGC Price Guide 


if coin upgrades 

Coins valued at less than $3,000. 


WalkThrough 


$100 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 


Coins valued at $3,001 to $100,000. 


$200 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,001 to $200,000. 


Unlimited WalkThrough 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin services. Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 










returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packaging, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Coin & Chronicles sets. 
Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set. West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 

Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 

at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
NY International Convention 


Posted on 12/13/2016 

Drop off your submissions at the NGC table during the New York International 
Convention in January. 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the New York 
International Numismatic Convention, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York, 

NY on Friday, January 13 to noon on Sunday, January 15, 2017. Check with show 
staff for cut-off time. Cut-off time may change due to submission volumes. 
NGC will be at Booth P10 (Palm Room). All submissions will be sent to our office 
in Sarasota, FL. Services include World Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, 
PHOTO PROOF® and more. Check with show representatives for details. 

Note: 


• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packaging, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth, 100th Anniversary Gold 
coins. Coin & Chronicles sets. Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin 
set. West Point 2-coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary 
Eagles, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American 
Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must 
be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 




NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Ancients: Rare Overstruck 
"IVDAEA" Bar Kokhba Zuz 
Discovered 


Posted on 12/13/2016 

NGC brings to light one of the fabled rarities of ancient Jewish coinage. 

In A.D. 132, following nearly sixty years of simmering resentment towards the 
Roman destruction of the Holy Temple, the people of Judaea were on the brink of 
rebellion. When the new revolt began, a certain Simon bar Kokhba led a relatively 
small army of Jewish soldiers against a mighty Roman army commanded by 
Julius Severus. The struggle lasted three years and the coins struck by Bar 
Kokhba would be the last Jewish coins struck until the modern age. 

The rebels struck no coinage in gold, but produced very large quantities of 
coinage in silver and bronze. The silver coins were issued in two denominations: a 
larger one called a Sela (or tetradrachm) and a smaller one called a zuz (or 
denarius). Bronzes were struck in three denominations, the names of which are 
not know today; for that reason they are habitually referred to as large, medium 
and small. 



The Bar Kokhba zuz with a ‘Judaea’ undertype 







Click images to enlarge. 
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A rare and important Bar Kokhba zuz in its NGC Ancients encapsulation 

Click images to enlarge. 

A common characteristic of these issues is that they were all struck over other 
coins then circulating in Judaea. The large sela was generally overstruck on 
Syrian tetradrachms, the dime-size zuz typically was overstruck on Roman denarii 
or provincial drachms. The bronzes were struck on a wide variety of local issues, 
the surfaces of which typically were filed before striking. 

Trying to identify the undertypes of Bar Kokhba coins can be both challenging and 
entertaining and it can be a real test of one’s numismatic skills. Sometimes the 
overstriking process was so effective that no trace of the undertype survives. 

Other times a few letters or a shadowy trace of a design from the host coin can be 
seen. Often there is just enough to identify some important aspect of the host 
coin. 

Recently a zuz of the second year of the revolt (A.D. 133/134) was submitted for 
grading. It was identified as having been struck with the dies of Mildenberg 39 (Dr. 
Leo Mildenberg’s The Coinage of the Bar Kokhba War \s the standard reference 
for the series). After a few minutes of careful study—however—it was clear this 
was no ordinary zuz, for it was overstruck on a IVDAEA denarius of the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian (A.D. 69 to 79). 

On the obverse, under the grapes, Vespasian’s profile is clearly visible, as are the 
letters SPASIANVS AVG (the original, complete inscription was IMP CAESAR 
VESPASIANVS AVG). The reverse was a bit trickier, but after close study the AEA 




of the IVDAEA inscription was clearly identified, with the D being just barely visible 
if the coin was tilted at the correct angle. 



An example of the ‘Judaea’ denarius of Vespasian. 
Click image to enlarge. 



The outline of Vespasian’s portrait and its accompanying inscription are seen in the close-up of the obverse, 
as is part of the inscription IVDAEA at the bottom edge on the reverse close-up. 

Click images to enlarge. 


No other denarii of Vespasian feature these letters in this order, arranged in a 
straight line, so the identification of the reverse type is certain. Neither the trophy 
nor the mourning Jewess that on the original coin appeared above the inscription 
are visible, for they were obliterated in the overstriking process. 

It would seem that fewer than five of these IVDAEA undertypes have come to 
light, with one of them being illustrated and described as coin 1432 in the fifth 
edition of David Hendin’s Guide to Biblical Coins. 

From an historical standpoint, this coin tells a tremendous tale. The host denarius 
of Vespasian was originally issued in A.D. 69 or 70 as part of the ‘Judaea Capta’ 
series that celebrated Rome’s victory in the Jewish War of A.D. 66 to 70, which 
culminated in the sack of Jerusalem and the razing of the Holy Temple. That 
victory had been led by none other than Vespasian and his eldest son, Titus, both 
of whom were destined to be emperors. 




Somehow the host denarius made its way to Judaea, perhaps with a soldier or a 
merchant. But it most likely would not have circulated there as its design would 
have been offensive to the local population. Eventually, in A.D. 133, the coin 
found its way to the minting facility then being used by the rebel forces of Bar 
Kokhba. While there it was restruck and transformed into a new currency, the 
patriotic designs of which trumpeted the cause of the Jewish rebels. 

It has long been suggested that the overstriking process was symbolic as a way 
for the rebels to ‘erase’ a potent symbol of Roman authority by virtue of creating 
their own emblems. However, in this case, it would have had even greater 
meaning since it was also a chance to erase a coin type that celebrated an earlier 
Roman victory in Judaea. 

Unfortunately for the mint workers of Bar Kokhba who performed this overstriking, 
whatever joy they received from the transformation of this denarius was short¬ 
lived, for Bar Kokhba was defeated in A.D. 135 and his coinage was quickly 
removed from circulation. 

This coin, now encapsulated by NGC Ancients with a grade of Choice XF, Strike 
3/5, Surface 4/5, and a notation of the important overstriking, is featured as lot 
2064 in the upcoming auction of ancient and world coins to be held by Stack's 
Bowers at the Waldorf Astoria New York City on the evenings of January 13-14, 
2017. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 2012 
Year of the Dragon Silver 10 
Yuan 


Posted on 12/13/2016 


This particular counterfeit has reflective areas not seen on the authentic coin due 
to the die not being sufficiently frosted. 

The problem of counterfeiting in China is very real, and it is believed that most of 
the new fakes seen in the market over the last decade or so have originated in the 
country. These forgeries generally target non-Chinese coins or coins that are 
otherwise not legal tender in China, including vintage Chinese coins struck prior to 
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China. It is rather rare to see 
counterfeits of legal tender Chinese coins because these would likely be 
aggressively pursued by government officials. 


Nonetheless, spurious Chinese modern coins are still seen by NGC at both its 
Sarasota and Shanghai offices. This Chinese 2012 Year of the Dragon Silver 10 
Yuan is one such example that was recently submitted for grading. 



Counterfeit 2012 China Dragon 10 Yuan 
Click images to enlarge. 




This counterfeit would likely fool many collectors. It does not look all that bad 
based on a cursory inspection. Some details are a bit softer than one might 
expect, but the overall quality is not exceptionally poor. A comparison with an 
authentic example, however, reveals numerous differences. 



Genuine 2012 China Dragon 10 Yuan 
Click images to enlarge. 


One of the most obvious differences is the size of the stars on the date side 
(although this is officially the obverse side, NGC encapsulates these pieces with 
the dragon facing up). The genuine piece has much larger stars than seen on the 
fake. In addition, the obverse of the counterfeit has reflective areas not seen on 
the authentic coin because the die was not sufficiently frosted. The weakness of 
the details, especially on the Temple of Heaven, becomes much more apparent 
under magnification. 



Close-up of counterfeit (left) and genuine (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


As you can see from close-up images, there is far less detail on the counterfeit 
than on the genuine piece. The temple looks extremely soft and ill-defined on the 
fake. There are similar issues on the dragon side as well. 










Close-up of counterfeit (left) and genuine (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


For example, there is significant loss of detail in the clouds behind the dragon. 
While they are very sharp and well defined on the genuine piece, the lines on the 
fake are weak and blend together in many places. As for the dragon itself, the 
colorization is of a much lower quality on the forgery. The colors are slightly off 
and it looks pixelated. 

Buyers should always be vigilant and carefully study any prospective purchase 
whether it is vintage or modern, domestic or foreign. Even coins in mint packaging 
must be scrutinized because that can be faked as well. As always, one of the best 
ways to know how to identify a counterfeit is to be extremely familiar with genuine 
examples. If there is any doubt about a coin’s authenticity, remember that coins 
graded by NGC are guaranteed to be authentic. 

Interested in more Counterfeit Detection articles, click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Feeling 
"Board"? 


Posted on 12/13/2016 
A vintage coin board can cure those blues. 

There’s a time when most coin collectors bump into a wall in their hobby. This can 
be prompted by the high cost of the items they’re seeking, but it also can result 
from completing a certain coin series. If the series is a particular favorite, the 
temptation exists to start a second set, perhaps one in a different grade range. 

I’ve done this many times. Years ago I had complete or nearly complete sets of all 
the popular 20th Century USA coin series from cents through dollars. These coins 
graded AU-50 to 58 for the scarcer issues and MS-64 and higher for the later 
dates. A series such as Mercury dimes or Walking Liberty halves is so compelling, 
however, that I found myself wanting to put together duplicate sets grading 
anywhere from VG-10 to VF-30. It proved nearly as challenging to match all these 
coins for color and contrast, but in time I achieved this goal for all series from the 
Barber coins of 1892 up through the end of silver coinage in 1964. Housed in 
deluxe coin albums, they made for very attractive presentations. 

By the time my duplicate sets were completed. I’d already sold the higher grade 
collections to fund some other area of numismatic interest. My circulated sets, 
however, still survive. As the coins were carefully selected for their appearance, 
they look far better than the random assortments I acquired in my early hobby 
days of collecting from circulation. Still, the collecting bug persisted, and the 
solution to wanting an additional set of Lincoln cents or Buffalo nickels was 
provided by yet another area of hobby interest. 

Since about 1980 I’ve been collecting 
vintage coin boards of the 1930s and 
‘40s. These were the precursors to the 
folders still being used today. Instead of 
several small pages folded over one 



another, coin boards consisted of a 
single panel measuring 11” wide by 14” 
high. The first coin board was created 
in 1934 by Joseph Kent Post, Sr., an 
engineer for the Kimberly-Clark paper 
products company in Neenah, 
Wisconsin. A coin collector himself, he 
used his engineering know-how to 
devise the coin board as a means of 
popularizing the hobby, which up to that 
point had been rather exclusive. Since 
Kimberly-Clark had cut back on his pay 
and hours during the Great 
Depression, it also promised a nice 
supplement to his family’s income. 



Post contracted with Whitman Publishing Company in nearby Racine to 
manufacture his boards. Whitman was then a producer of puzzles, games and 
other paper novelties, and it had the necessary tooling to mass produce coin 
boards. By the end of 1935 Post had sold the rights to his invention to Whitman, 
which then assigned Dick Yeo (pen name R. S. Yeoman) to oversee its marketing 
and expansion. The Whitman line of coin boards for all popular series became an 
immediate success, and it was marketed in general retail stores around the 
country, thus exposing thousands of Americans to the previously obscure hobby 
of collecting coins. Six additional publishers had joined the coin board business by 
1939, and the hobby grew in leaps and bounds for decades afterward. 


Coin boards began giving way to folders in 1939 when a new publisher, the Daniel 
Stamp Company (now known as DANSCO) introduced a coin series holder 
consisting of two smaller boards folded into book form. This proved much more 
convenient than the large, single-panel boards, and Whitman soon devised its 
own, even smaller folders comprised of three overlapping boards. The last large 
format boards were printed around 1948 by Joseph Oberwise in Los Angeles, and 
the original coin boards passed into history. Today, they are highly collectable. 
(Disclaimer: I maintain a modest sideline trade in these vintage boards). 


After completing my coin album sets, I began assembling several coin series 
within coin boards to illustrate in my 2007 book Coin Collecting Boards of the 
1930s and 1940s. As often happens when experimenting with coin holders, I soon 
became hooked on replicating most of my circulated sets in coin board form. I 
now have several sets of Lincoln cents in vintage coin boards, as well as single 













sets of Liberty and Buffalo nickels, Barber and Mercury dimes and Standing 
Liberty and Washington quarters (the openings run out at 1943, however). I’d just 
started to assemble board sets of Barber quarters and halves when the advancing 
price of silver put a halt to this fun. 

Despite their rarity, vintage coin boards can be acquired at little expense in Fine or 
so. Whitman boards for cents through dimes typically cost about $15 in this grade, 
while the boards for quarters and halves are quite a bit scarcer and start at around 
$25. Though the dried adhesive visible within the openings may deter some 
collectors, my experience has been that its reactive quality has been neutralized 
by age, and there's little risk to circulated coins beyond toning at their rims. When 
the completed boards are framed under glass, the coins enjoy a reasonable level 
of protection. Old boards fit standard size H”x14” picture frames, and they make 
for a great wall display. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the otficlal publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: 2017 Pandas 
Take the Stage 

Posted by Peter Anthony on 12/13/2016 


The 2017 Panda coins share the same basic design by Nanjing Mint artist Cheng 
Chao: a Jovial panda sitting in front of a bamboo forest. 


Where do Panda coins come from? On a cold November day, I walk into an 
already darkened auditorium in Beijing. This is the Panda event at the Beijing 
International Coin Expo and today it is where the 2017 Pandas will meet the 
world. 


The event actually takes place at a hotel across the street from the China National 
Convention Center, the site of the expo. There is a passageway between the two 
buildings, but good luck finding it without a guide. The room is already filled with 
several hundred people when I arrive. Roving beams of magenta light pierce the 
shadows. Near the doorway I notice several people seated at a table. They are 
intent on their work—a potter, a paper-cutter and a painter. I pass them by and 
slip around toward the front of the audience to take photos. 

On stage a quintet of graceful young musicians play traditional Chinese music. 
The crafts and the music underline that these coins are rooted in the culture of 
China. A new film touches on this theme too. It shows Pandas in their natural 
habitat and how they are an inspiration for art. It follows the design and production 
process and displays the full range of 2017 Pandas. All the coins share the same 
basic design by Nanjing Mint artist Cheng Chao: a jovial Panda sitting in front of a 
bamboo forest. 




2017 Panda Event in Beijing 


The popularity of Panda coins expands each year, especially in China where they 
are sold through bank branches. 2017 mintages are either equal to or higher than 
the previous year’s. 

10 Yuan, 1 gram gold. Mint State quality, mintage 1,000,000 coins 
50 Yuan, 3 grams gold. Mint State quality, mintage 800,000 coins 
100 Yuan, 8 grams gold. Mint State quality, mintage 600,000 coins 
200 Yuan, 15 grams gold. Mint State quality, mintage 600,000 coins 
500 Yuan, 30 grams gold. Mint State quality, mintage 700,000 coins 
800 Yuan, 50 grams gold. Proof quality, mintage 20,000 coins 
1500 Yuan, 100 grams gold. Proof quality, mintage 20,000 coins 
2000 Yuan, 150 grams gold. Proof quality, mintage 5,000 coins 
10000 Yuan, 1,000 grams (1 kg) gold. Proof quality, mintage 500 coins 
10 Yuan, 30 grams silver. Mint State quality, mintage 10,000,000 coins 
50 Yuan, 150 grams silver. Proof quality, mintage 60,000 coins 
300 Yuan, 1,000 grams (1 kg) silver. Proof quality, mintage 20,000 coins 

Perhaps the most exciting moment for the audience arrives: a drawing. Ten lucky 
guests receive a 2017 silver Panda along with a beautiful Panda paper cut in a 
presentation box. One of my friends wins! Afterward I join a crowd around her and 
admire the prizes. Her new silver Panda gleams as it reflects the spotlights. 

From this moment on the 2017 Panda coins are officially released. The initial 
shipments are for the Mint State gold coins and the 30 gram Mint State silver 
Panda. In the following months, the Proof coins will become available. If last year 
is any indication, the new Pandas will sell out in a few months. That is on its way 


to becoming a new tradition. 


Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1849 
Pacific Company Half Eagle 

Posted on 12/13/2016 

The Pacific Company was one of the earliest of the California coiners, founded 
January 8, 1849, by John W. Cartwright. Cartwright and 37 other investors 
purchased a ship out of Boston, arriving in San Francisco September 16. 

It appears that the firm of Broderick & Kohler performed the actual manufacture of 
coins from their dies. 



Click images to enlarge. 


The design of this issue features a heraldic eagle on one side and the familiar 
cap-and-rays motif of Mexico's coinage on the other. Walter Breen enumerated 
just four examples of the half eagle, and this particular coin seems to match his 
description of the Virgil Brand specimen. Well struck and faintly lustrous, this 
exceedingly rare gold piece possesses superb eye appeal for a pioneer issue. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 


Articles List 




NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 



ebay catawlkl view an > 


OO#O0 

SNCS &MG SCGC sees SASG" 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


W United States 





